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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 
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Detailed Action 

Claims 1-21 are pending in this Office Action. 
Claims 1, 11, 14 and 18 are amended. 
There are no new claims. 
There are no cancelled claims. 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 7/19/05 have been considered but are moot in view of the 
new ground(s) of rejection. 



Applicant's invention as ciaimed : 



Claims 1-2, 4-6, 10-15, 17-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C, 102(e) as being 
anticipated by U.S. 6,643,687 by Dickie et al. 

Regarding claim I, a method of providing relative addressing in a computer network 
environment (Dickie: col 5, lines 35-43), the method comprising: 

associating a plurality of relative destinations with a corresponding plurality of actions 
(Dickie: col. 6, lines 42-54), wherein each of the sender-relative destinations is a non-absolute 
destination having an associated absolute destination that varies based on sender identity (Dickie: 
col. 5, lines 36-63); 

receiving a first relative destination for a communication (Dickie: col 5, lines 35-40; 
recipient); 

receiving sender identification information identifying the sender of the communication 
and destination information from an email (Dickie: col 5, Unes 35-40; sender). 

identifying a first action in the plurality of actions associated with the first sender-relative 
destination (Dickie: col 6, lines 42-54); and 

determining a first absolute destination for the communication based on the first action 
and the sender identification information (Dickie: col 6, lines 12-24) 

Regarding claim 2, the method of claim 1, wherein the network includes a directory server 
(Dickie: col 5, lines 37-62), and wherein the determination of the first absolute destination is 
made by retrieving from the directory server the first absolute destination based on the first 
action and the sender identification information (Dickie: col 5, lines 37-62), 
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Regarding claim 4, the method of claim 1, wherein the identification information is an email 
address (Dickie: col. 5, lines 25-37). 

Regarding claim 5, the method of claim 1, wherein the sender identification information is a user 
name (Dickie: col. 4, lines 1-7; col. 5, lines 18-34). 

Regarding claim 6, the method of claim 1, wherein the first absolute destination is an email 
address (Dickie; col. 5, lines 25-37). 

Regarding claim 10, the method of claim 1, and further comprising providing a mapping table 
that associates the plurality of sender-relative destinations with the corresponding plurality of 
actions (Dickie: col. 5, lines 35-62; col. 6, lines 42-54) 

Regarding claim 1 1, a network device configured to be coupled to a computer network (Dickie: 
Fig. 1), the network device comprising: 

a receiver for receiving a communication, the communication including destination 
information and sender identification inform.ation (Dickie: col 5, lines 35-40; sender and 
recipient); 

a memory for storing search information identify searches associated with sender-relative 
destinations (Dickie: col. 5, lines 35-62); 

a controller coupled to the receiver and memory (Dickie: col. 5, lines 35-40), the 
controller configured to: process the destination information to identify a type of destination 
specified including identifying whether the destination information specifies a non-absolute 
sender-relative destination (Dickie: col. 6, lines 42-54); perform at least one search based on the 
stored search information and the sender identification information if the destination information 
specifies a sender-relative destination (Dickie: col. 5, lines 42-62); and identify at least one 
absolute destination based on the search (Dickie: col. 6, Unes 12-24). 

Regarding claim 12, the network device of claim 1 1, wherein the memory stores a mapping table 
that includes the search information identifying searches associated with sender-relative 
destinations (Dickie: col. 5, lines 37-62). 

Regarding claim 13, the network device of claim 1 1, wherein the memory stores an address 
resolving process (Dickie: col. 5, lines 37-62), and wherein the controller is configured to 
identify the at least one absolute destination based on information in the stored mapping table 
and in the stored address resolving process (Dickie: col. 5, lines 37-62), 

Regarding claim 14, a computer-readable medium having computer-executable instructions for 
performing a method of providing relative addressing in a computer network (Dickie: col. 5, 
lines 35-43) comprising: 

associating a plurality of relative destinations with a corresponding plurality of actions 
(Dickie: col. 6, lines 42-54), wherein each of the sender-relative destinations is a non-absolute 
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destination having an associated absolute destination that varies based on sender identity (Dickie: 
col. 5, lines 36-63); 

receiving a first relative destination for a communication (Dickie: col 5, lines 35-40; 
recipient); 

receiving identification information (Dickie: col. 5, hnes 35-45); 

identifying a first action in the plurality of actions associated with the first relative 
destination (Dickie: col. 6, lines 42-54); and 

determining a first absolute destination for the communication based on the first action 
and the identification information (Dickie: col. 6, hnes 12-24). 

Regarding claim 15, the medium of claim 14, wherein the network includes a directory server 
(Dickie: col. 5, lines 37-62), and wherein the determination of the first absolute destination is 
made by retrieving from the directory server the first absolute destination based on the first 
action and the sender identification information (Dickie: col. 5, lines 37-62). 

Regarding claim 17, the medium of claim 14, wherein the method further comprises providing a 
mapping table that associates the plurality of sender-relative destinations with the corresponding 
plurality of actions (Dickie: coL 5^ lines 37-62; col. 6, lines 42-54). 

Regarding claim 18, a method of providing user-relative addressing in a computer network 
(Dickie: col. 5, lines 35-43), the method comprising: 

receiving a communication including destination information and sender identification 
information, the destination information including a first sender-relative destination (Dickie: col. 
5, lines 35-40; recipient); 

processing the destination information to determine a type of destination specified, 
including determining whether the destination information specified a non-absolute sender- 
relative destination (Dickie: col. 5, lines 25-62); 

including determining whether the destination information specified a non-absolute 
sender-relative destination (Dickie: col. 5, lines 24-34; col. 6, lines 1-16; proxy address); 

accessing a sender record based on the received sender identification information 
(Dickie: col. 5, lines 35-62); 

providing action information identifying a plurality of actions associated with a plurality 
of sender-relative destinations (Dickie: col. 6, lines 42-54); 

identifying a first action in the action information based on the received destination 
information; the first action associated with the first sender-relative destination (Dickie: col. 6, 
lines 10-24; lines 42-54); 

identifying a first attribute in the sender record based on the first action and the received 
destination information (Dickie: col. 5, lines 35-62); 

determining a first absolute destination based on the first attribute (Dickie: col. 6, lines 

10-24). 

Regarding claim 19, the method of claim 18, wherein the network includes a directory server 
(Dickie: col. 5, lines 37-62), and wherein a record is accessed from the directory server (Dickie: 
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col. 5, lines 37-62), and wherein the determination of the first absolute destination is made by 
retrieving from the directory server the first absolute destination based on the first attribute 
(Dickie: col. 5, lines 37-62), 

Regarding claim 20, the method of claim 18, and further comprising providing a mapping table 
that associates the plurality of actions with the plurality of sender-relative destinations (Dickie: 
col. 5, lines 37-62; col. 6, lines 42-55). 

Regarding claim 21, the method of claim 18, and further comprising: 

accessing a plurality of employee records based on the first action (Dickie: col. 5, lines 
35-62; employee records=recipients); 

comparing a first attribute in each employee record with the first attribute in the sender 
record (Dickie: col. 5, lines 35-62; pairing); 

identifying employee records with a first attribute that matches the first attribute of the 
sender's record (Dickie: col. 5, lines 35-62); 

determining a plurality of absolute destinations based on the identified employee records 
(Dickie: col. 6, lines 42-54). 



Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C 102(e) as being unpatentable by U.S. 6,643,687 
by Dickie et al in view of U.S, Patent No. 5,987,508 by Agraharam et al. 

Regarding claim 3, 

The Dickie reference teaches the method of claim 2. 

The Dickie reference does not expUcitly state use of an LDAP server. 

The Agraharam reference teaches a directory server is an LDAP server (Agra: col. 4, 
lines 1-12). 

The Agraharam reference further teaches the LDAP is used to retrieve the real email 
address before forwarding the email (Agra: col. 4, lines 1-12). 

Therefore it would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of ordinary skill 
in the art to create the method of providing relative addressing in a computer network 
environment as taught by Dickie while employing an LDAP server as taught by Takahashi in 
order to retrieve the real email address before forwarding the email (Agra: col. 4, lines 1-12). 

Claims 7-9, 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being unpatentable by U.S. 
6,643,687 by Dickie et al in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,442,589 by Takahashi et al. 

Regarding claim 7, 

The Dickie reference teaches the method of claim 1 . 

The Dickie reference does not expUcitly state sending to a plurality of email addresses 
but does teach sending to many different addresses. 

The Takahashi reference teaches the first absolute destination is a plurality of email 
addresses of relative addressing in email (Taka: col. 7, lines 2-10; Fig. 4). 
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The Takahashi reference further teaches the invention overcomes drawbacks of being 
away from the computer allowing users to customize selection of messages to be converted or 
forward to receive time sensitive email messages (Taka: col. 2, lines 28" col. 3, line 30). 

Therefore it would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of ordinary skill 
in the art to create the method of providing relative addressing in a computer network 
environment as taught by Dickie while employing sending to a plurality of email addresses as 
taught by Takahashi in order to allow overcome drawbacks of being away from the computer 
allowing users to customize selection of messages to be converted or forward to receive time 
sensitive email messages (Taka: col. 2, lines 28- col. 3, line 30). 

Claims 8-9 are rejected under the same rationale given above. In the rejections set fourth, 
the examiner will address the additional limitations and point to the relevant teachings of Dickie 
and Takahashi. 

Regarding claim 8, the method of claim 1, wherein the first absolute destination is a fax phone 
number (Taka; col. 6, lines 65-67; Fig. 4). 

Regarding claim 9, the method of claim 1, wherein the first absolute destination is a plurality of 
fax phone numbers (Taka: col. 6, lines 65-67; Fig. 4). 

Regarding claim 16, 

The Dickie reference teaches the method of claim 14. 

The Dickie reference does not expUcitly state sending to a fax number does say mention 
phone numbers. 

The Takahashi reference teaches the first absolute destination is a fax phone number 
(Taka: col. 6, lines 65-67; Fig. 4). 

The Takahashi reference further teaches the invention overcomes drawbacks of being 
away from the computer allowing users to customize selection of messages to be converted or 
forward to receive time sensitive email messages (Taka: col,'2, lines 28- col, 3, line 30). 

Therefore it would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of ordinary skill 
in the art to create the method of providing relative addressing in a computer network 
environment as taught by Dickie while employing sending to a plurality of email addresses as 
taught by Takahashi in order to allow overcome drawbacks of being away from the computer 
allowing users to customize selection of messages to be converted or forward to receive time 
sensitive email messages (Taka: col. 2, lines 28- col. 3, line 30), 

REMARKS 

Applicant has amended the claims to include limitations involving absolute and non- 
absolute destinations based on sender identity. 

Applicant is encouraged to detail claims in great detail. The following prior art reads 
openly on many of the claims and no allowable material has been found. 
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PRIOR ART 

Applicant has amended the claims to include limitations involving absolute and non- 
absolute destinations based on sender identity. 

Japanese Patent 03 1 13934 filed 9/27/90 teaches converting addresses written on mail into 

actual address by department address file or individual address. 

PCT AppHcation WO 00/77593 A2 by Allen et al teaches relative delivery address 
associated with a recipient.* 

U.S. Patent No. 6,832,245 by Isaacs teaches analyzing messages and delivery based on 
previous or stored messages. 

U.S. Patent No. 6,591,291 by Gabber et al teaches anonymous remailing and filtering of 
electronic messages. 

U.S. Patent 5,938,725 by Hara teaches determining destination of electronic messages 
from stored messages and keywords.* 

U.S. Patent No. 6,154,839 teaches including sender and recipient data into a message to 
send the packet to identifier the sender and receiver. 

U.S. Patent PubUcation 2004/0030752 by Selgas et al teaches including identification in a 
message header before transmitting a message for delivery based on the header data from the 
sender. 

CONCLUSION 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Benjamin R. Bruckart whose telephone number is (571) 
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Art Unit: 2155 

272-3982. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-5:30PM with every other 
Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached on (571 ) 272-4006. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Benjamin R Bruckart 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2155 





